
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (YEAR C)

April 7, 2019

Isaiah 43:16–21 • Philippians 3:8–14 • John 8:1–11

I.
On Wednesday at 7:30 a.m., it was 35 degrees when I led a group of 15 
parishioners on a brisk, three-mile walk from the parish to the Convention 
Center for Mass with Bishop Knestout. 

We completed the urban hike in 50 minutes.

Hopefully I didn’t lose any parishioners along the way!

The occasion was this week’s first-ever Virginia March for Life.

Following Mass with the bishop at the Convention Center,
the rally and march around the capitol took place.

I saw additional parishioners at the Convention Center 
and then at the March.

Other parishioners, who were unable to attend because of work,
were very supportive and asked me how things went.

It was edifying to see 7,000 people gather for the March,
including many Catholic school students,
to proclaim the dignity of human life amid the scourge of abortion.

II.
As a Church, we stand up for the unborn because of our faith:
that each person, made in the image and likeness of God,
has dignity and worth.
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In today’s Gospel,
Jesus makes a quiet but unmistakable declaration of that truth
as he forgives the woman caught in adultery.

“Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you? …
Neither do I condemn you.”

The woman had done a terrible thing.

As the text indicates,
“This woman was caught in very act of committing adultery.”

But Jesus affirms her dignity and gives her a new life:
“Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

We believe in the power of what Christ has done:
a declaration of forgiveness for the woman caught in adultery,
and his Death and Resurrection for the forgiveness of sins 
for all time.

The Church proclaims the power of the Cross in a special way today, the 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, with the veiling of crosses and statues.

It means that the liturgical commemoration of the Jesus’ Passion is 
approaching.

It might strike us like an odd way of proclaiming something,
by covering it up. 

But the veiling—covering up what we normally see—
helps us to think about what’s underneath: the meaning of it all.

It’s also a sign of mourning at Jesus’ Death that he suffered for us.
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Christ died for all people for all time.

We seek to proclaim this truth—not as a nice theory, 
but as a power at work in our lives .

As God says through the prophet Isaiah in the first reading,
we are “the people whom I formed for myself,
that they might announce my praise.”

Because the Good News is not for a chosen few or an elite club;
it is for everyone.

That is why the Church insists on defending the dignity of each person,
beginning with the unborn.

The right to life is foundational:
without it, what good are any other rights?

Having two abortion clinics in our parish boundaries,
we as a parish have a special responsibility to uphold that right.

So I’m grateful to those who participate in the Forty Days for Life 
campaign, and for all who donate to the baby bottle campaign in 
support of the Pregnancy Resource Center of Richmond.

I would like for us, as a parish, to build on that foundation.

As several parishioners have said to me, 
and as I’ve been thinking for some time,
there’s more that the parish could be doing in the realm of social justice,
to address other issues of concern.

And there are more corporal works of mercy that we could be doing.
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As our Church teaches, we seek a “culture of life” and a “civilization of 
love” to use the terms of Pope St. John Paul II.

In other words, we have a responsibility to build structures that uphold 
and defend people’s dignity at all stages of human life.

That includes the homeless and indigent, the elderly, the mentally ill, 
and all others in need.

In particular,
I think we need to be doing more service to those who are locally in need.

I thank the Knights of Columbus for organizing the monthly food 
drive.

I would like to expand on that effort.

A few weeks ago, I attended a meeting at the diocese along with some 
parishioners and many others, to learn about a local interracial and 
interreligious organization that advocates for the poor of Richmond, 
Henrico County, and Chesterfield County.

The organization is called RISC:
Richmonders Involved to Strengthen Our Communities.

Since 2002,
this church-based, synagogue-based organization has helped many people 
obtain better housing, job training, education, and health care. 

New initiatives include strengthening elementary reading skills and 
addressing child trauma.
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At least one Catholic parish in Richmond is already part of RISC.

I am not committing St. Benedict’s to this organization, either now or later.

I’m in the early, exploratory stage of determining whether this is the best 
vehicle for expanding the parish’s outreach to those in need.

I will keep you posted, and I welcome your input.

In the meantime, I would like to encourage us to uphold the dignity of 
human life through the good work already being done in the parish.

I also would like for us to focus on one area in all of our existing 
relationships: respect.

Issues of grave concern from abortion to poverty to mistreatment of the 
elderly are rooted in lack of respect for the person.

Part of building the culture of life is to insist on respect in every area.

This might be a focus for us during Holy Week.

We have only to think of the disrespect that Christ endured in his 
Passion.

So, if we need to apologize to others, if we need to let go of a grudge,
if we need to reach out to someone for the sake of reconciliation,
let’s do so.

Because each person has dignity.

Christ died for all of us.


