
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As most of you know, following the recent implementation of Phase 1 of re-
opening, the parishes of the Diocese of Richmond are preparing for the 
resumption of public Masses. This is wonderful news, even as we recognize 
the need for many precautions to assure that the coronavirus is not spread 
further. 
 

While many parishes will be opening this coming weekend, the parishes 
within the City of Richmond, including St. Benedict, hope to open for Mass the 
weekend of May 30-31. This is still somewhat tentative, as the Mayor of 
Richmond has not definitively determined whether the city will open on the 
29th. Nonetheless, we are preparing to be open for public Masses that 
weekend. 
 

In the days ahead, you will be receiving emails from us regarding the 
processes by which we will be able to gather for Mass. There will be many 
restrictions in terms of numbers present, the wearing of masks, the process 
for entering the church and receiving communion, and so on. I ask you to 
please receive and act on these instructions with charitable and docile hearts, 
in the spirit of Jesus, whom we receive in the breaking of the bread. By acting 
with a sacrificial attitude, our gathering again for Mass will be a truly joyful 
occasion. 
 

Our current plan is to celebrate the Saturday Vigil at 5:30 pm, and Sunday 
Masses at 8:30 am and 11:30 am (please note the slightly later time for the 
latter Mass, which will allow for proper sanitizing and preparation between 
Masses.). Using social-distancing guidelines, each Mass will have a maximum 
capacity of 100 people. Sections will be reserved for families and individuals. 
While my hope is that everyone can be accommodated, we will be using a 
lottery system to make sure we can handle the numbers appropriately. Again, 
you will be receiving much more information regarding all this in the days 
ahead, but I wanted to start with a quick overview. For your review, we have 
attached the diocesan guidelines for keeping everyone safe. 



 

Finally, I would ask your prayers for our Bishop, Barry Knestout, and those 
helping him to respond to the pandemic. Sadly, some people, ignorant of the 
actual situation, have criticized him and other bishops for their response. 
While we are always free to disagree, fidelity to Christ demands that we 
always show due respect for the Chief Pastor of the Diocese. I personally know 
Bishop Knestout to be a man of deep faith totally committed to doing what is 
best for our Diocese, and I pray for him daily. 
 

Know that each of you remains in my prayers as we look forward to the time, 
soon, when we can be together again. 
 

God bless you, 
 

Fr. John David Ramsey 

Pastor 
 


