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I. 
I get those interesting, quirky lists from Buzzfeed on Apple News, 
on my iPhone. 

One caught my attention last week. 

 It was something like, “27 Reasons Why People Don’t Believe in God.” 

Here are some of the reasons I remember from the list: 

1. The pain and suffering that people endure and the end of life 

2. The pain caused by divorce, when the couple promised to God  
that they would honor and love one another 

3. Corrupted religious leaders: the example cited a priest who asked for money 
before administering a blessing 

4. The lack of empirical evidence for the existence of God 

These reasons are difficult to tackle, especially the problem of suffering. 

Jesus, for his part, never promises an escape from suffering. 

Instead he enters fully into the reality of suffering by his Passion and Death, 
and he overcomes it in his Resurrection. 

 Significantly, though, as we heard in last week’s Gospel, 
 Jesus still bares the marks of his Crucifixion. 

There are theological reasons and justifications that can be given for the problem 
of suffering, and for the other objections regarding belief in God. 

 Those are important, and they have their place. 
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But I would like to focus on the person of Christ himself. 

Jesus never makes a glitzy pitch for himself or for God. 

Instead, he goes about his work of teaching, healing, exorcising demons, 
and performing other miracles. 

And Christ accepts suffering as the core of his mission. 

Through it all, Jesus is a beacon for discipleship. 

Significantly, too,  
Christ chooses to rely on disciples to continue his work and to spread his message. 

 These men and women are deeply flawed, as we are. 

Jesus seeks a relationship—a commitment—from those who follow him. 

Christ reveals himself gradually, even after the Resurrection, 
as today’s Gospel indicates: 

 “This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples 
  after being raised from the dead.”  

As is the case after the Resurrection, 
Jesus isn’t immediately recognizable to his disciples. 

In today’s Gospel, 
it’s the miraculous catch of fish that enables John to recognize Christ: 
“It is the Lord.” 

The Jesus that the Apostles knew before the Resurrection  
is not the same as the risen Christ. 

 The obvious difference is Jesus’ glorified or resurrected body, 
 which enables him to appear and disappear. 

But it really is Jesus, which is why, curiously but consistently, 
he always eats with the disciples after a Resurrection appearance. 
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The eating is meant to show that he’s a real person, and not a ghost. 

“Jesus said to them, 
‘Bring some of the fish you just caught. … 
Come, have breakfast.’” 

The risen Jesus also shows, by his words and actions, 
that, because of the Resurrection, life is different. 

 There are no limits to God’s power, 
 since he raised his Son from the dead. 

This is what Christ wants to impart to the Apostles. 

The story of the miraculous catch of fish in today’s Gospel  
summarizes what a lifelong relationship with the Son of God looks like: 
encounter, communion, and mission. 

Encounter: Jesus meets the Apostles, and he engages them. 

 Christ reveals himself gradually; he thwarts their expectations; 
 and he surprises them. 

The result is an awakening that leads to communion: deep fellowship. 

 This is the significance of the breakfast by the Sea of Galilee, 
 which has Eucharistic overtones: 

“When they climbed out on shore, 
they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. … 

Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, 
and in like manner the fish.” 

The meal is not just a source of physical sustenance; 
it’s an occasion for the Apostles to deepen their bond with Christ; 
he becomes their sustenance. 

This is the promise and power of the Eucharist: 
it is communion—a deep, penetrating sharing—with the suffering and risen Christ. 
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Then there is mission, 
depicted in that memorable exchange between Jesus and Peter. 

Peter, of course, had denied Christ three times during the Passion. 

Now Jesus rehabilitates him,  
asking him and telling him three times: 

 “Do you love me? …. 
 Feed my sheep.” 

Communion with Christ is not, ultimately, insular; it leads to service. 

“‘Feed my sheep.  
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, 

you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; 
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will dress you  
and lead you where you do not want to go.’ 

He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.  
And when he had said this, he said to him, ‘Follow me.’” 

In the Mass, mission follows communion: 
“Go forth, the Mass is ended.” 

In other words: “Go, you are sent in my name.” 

II. 
For all of the reasons not to believe in God, 
there is a real person who beckons to us: Jesus Christ. 

He is risen from the dead and he is active in the Church. 

His words remain the same: “Follow me.”


