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I. 
Who says pop music can’t be poetic? 

From Carly Simon’s hit song “You’re So Vain” (1972): 

Oh, you had me several years ago  
When I was still naive  
Well, you said that we made such a pretty pair  
And that you would never leave  
But you gave away the things you loved  
And one of them was me 
I had some dreams, they were clouds in my coffee  
Clouds in my coffee… 

A great image: clouds in my coffee. 

We’ve all seen that. 

On the one hand, it’s a very pedestrian thing: 
each morning you pour milk into a cup of coffee, 
which then quickly dissipates. 

So, this important relationship—this love—has ended quickly. 

And perhaps more broadly,  
this youthful aspiration has been overtaken by the grind of everyday life, 
symbolized in that cup of coffee. 

It’s an image makes use of a something common  
to express profound hurt and disappointment. 
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II. 
Art of any kind is used to convey human experiences and insights  
that mere prose could never do. 

Symbols, including poetic images, are more expansive than prose, 
and for that reason they can reach more deeply. 

This point can help us to understand the principle of divine Revelation: 
certain things we can only know because God himself has revealed them to us. 

 In other words, we couldn’t figure out these things on our own. 

Revelation is not opposed what we can know on our own, 
which is called “reason.” 

 But Revelation complements reason;  
it takes us beyond reason because our human minds are limited. 

These teachings received their definitive form at the First Vatican Council, 
which met from 1869–1870 (Dei Filius). 

The Second Vatican Council, meeting a century later (1962–1965), 
added the important teaching that Revelation is salvation. 

 In other words, God doesn’t reveal himself in a detached, academic way. 

 Instead, God shows us who he is by saving us, 
 using both words (teaching) and deeds (the events of salvation history). 

The bedrock Christian belief, based on divine Revelation,  
is what we celebrate today: the Most Holy Trinity. 

 God is one in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The doctrine of the Trinity explains the nature of God. 

And the substance of this teaching is not an impossible math problem: 
how can three be one? 
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No, the main point of the doctrine of the Trinity is that God himself is a 
communion—a relationship among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

And God wants us to share in that fellowship of eternal life and infinite love. 

There are “hints” of the Trinity in the Old Testament, 
as seen in the First Reading.. 

But the Trinity is fully revealed only in Jesus Christ, 
especially in the Paschal Mystery of the Son of God: 
his Passion, Death, Resurrection, Ascension, and sending of the Holy Spirit. 

The context of the Gospel is the eve of Jesus’ Passion:  
the Last Supper. 

There he speaks about his relationship with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

In the doctrinal tradition of the Western, Latin-speaking Church, 
the Holy Spirit is the very love between the Father and the Son. 

Jesus says to us: 

“[The Spirit of truth] will glorify me, 
because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you.  

Everything that the Father has is mine; 
for this reason I told you that he will take from what is mine  
and declare it to you.” 

Here we can glimpse that everything is shared between the Father, the Son, 
 and the Holy Spirit. 

III. 
The doctrine of the Trinity is sublime. 

But what does it mean for our lives, where the rubber hits the road? 

I have one thought in that regard: 
let’s remember this “big picture” amid the concerns of daily life. 

Otherwise, God will become those “clouds in my coffee.” 
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God, who is eternal life and infinite love, opens himself 
—by means of Jesus’ Paschal Mystery— 
so that we might share his communion or fellowship. 

Amid all of the concerns and struggles of daily life, we have something to aim for. 

I would like to apply this notion to the transition that the parish will soon 
experience with the arrival of a new pastor. 

Please remember the basics: 

• Pray for the new pastor, Fr. John David Ramsey, who is a great priest 

• Please treat him with kindness, courtesy, and respect,  
remembering that for a Benedictine parish, hospitality is foundational 

• Please refrain for overanalyzing everything he does 

• Every priest is different; this is OK 

• No doubt Fr. will make some changes at some point; that too is OK. 

• Please give Fr. time and space to adjust to this new parish 

IV. 
The Gospel setting is significant. 

Christ is about to “depart” from the Apostles in the sense that,  
because of his Paschal Mystery, 
his relationship with them will change. 

They will no longer see him or experience him in the same way. 

Jesus knows that this will be difficult for the Apostles. 

But this “transition” also means that God’s plan is moving forward to completion. 

God, the Trinity of Persons, who calls us to share in his life and love.


